Influence of environmental factors on the in vitro efficacy of ciprofloxacin against anaerobic bacteria.
The effects of alterations in pH, size of inoculum, addition of human serum, and repeated exposure to sub-minimum inhibitory concentration of ciprofloxacin against anaerobic bacteria were assessed. Increase in the size of the inoculum and human serum had no effect on the minimum inhibitory concentration, whereas decrease in pH and exposure to sub-MIC decreased the activity of ciprofloxacin against Bacteroides fragilis. We tested for synergism of ciprofloxacin with cefoxitin, clindamycin and metronidazole against B. fragilis.